CELEBRATING THE BEST AMERICAN POETRY
2018 AT VILLANOVA

FEBRUARY 6, 2019
5:00 CONNELLY CENTER CINEMA
6:15 (ST. DAVID’S ROOM) RECEPTION AND BOOK SIGNING

VILLANOVA UNIVERSITY IS HONORED TO HOST THE REGIONAL LAUNCH OF THE THIRTIETH
ANNIVERSARY EDITION OF THE BEST AMERICAN POETRY, GUEST EDITED BY DANA GIOIA,
DAVID LEHMAN, GENERAL EDITOR.

FOR THREE DECADES, THE BEST AMERICAN POETRY HAS SERVED AS AN ANNUAL OCCASION
TO RECOGNIZE NEW WORK BY
AMERICAN AUTHORS; INCLUSION
IS ONE OF THE GREAT HONORS
ESTABLISHED AND EMERGING
POETS MAY RECEIVE.

THE ANTHOLOGY WAS
OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED AT NEW
YORK UNIVERSITY, IN
SEPTEMBER 2018, BUT
VILLANOVA NOW BRINGS
TOGETHER SIX OF THE
ANTHOLOGY’S AUTHORS, ALONG
WITH DAVID LEHMAN, FOR AN
EVENING OF READING,
DISCUSSION, AND FELLOWSHIP
ON OUR CAMPUS.

DAVID LEHMAN WILL CHAIR THE
EVENT, WHICH WILL FEATURE
SHORT READINGS FROM SIX
POETS: MARYANN CORBETT,
ERNEST HILBERT, MARY JO
SALTER, ADRIENNE SU, RYAN
WILSON, AND VILLANOVA’S OWN
JAMES MATTHEW WILSON.

THE PUBLIC IS WARMLY INVITED
TO THIS SPECIAL EVENING TO CELEBRATE THE ACHIEVEMENT OF CONTEMPORARY LETTERS
AND TO JOIN US FOR FOOD AND CONVERSATION AFTERWARDS.

THIS EVENT IS SPONSORED BY THE HONORS PROGRAM, THE VILLANOVA CENTER FOR
LIBERAL EDUCATION, THE DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH, AND THE DEPARTMENT OF
HUMANITIES.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT JAMES MATTHEW WILSON, AT
JAMES.M.WILSON@VILLANOVA.EDU



ABOUT THE POETS

MARYANN CORBETT WAS BORN IN WASHINGTON, DC, AND GREW UP IN NORTHERN
VIRGINIA. SHE EARNED A BA FROM THE COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY AND AN MA AND
PHD FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA. SHE HAS PUBLISHED THREE BOOKS OF
POETRY: BREATH CONTROL (2012); CREDO FOR THE CHECKOUT LINE IN WINTER (2013),
WHICH WAS A FINALIST FOR THE ABLE MUSE BOOK PRIZE; AND MID EvIL (2014), THE
WINNER OF THE RICHARD WILBUR AWARD. IN 2009, CORBETT WAS THE CO-WINNER OF THE
WILLIS BARNSTONE TRANSLATION AWARD. SHE LIVES IN SAINT PAUL, MINNESOTA.

ERNEST HILBERT’S DEBUT POETRY COLLECTION SIXTY SONNETS (2009) WAS DESCRIBED
BY X.J. KENNEDY AS “MAYBE THE MOST ARRESTING SEQUENCE WE HAVE HAD SINCE JOHN
BERRYMAN CHECKED OUT OF AMERICA.” HIS SECOND COLLECTION, ALL OF YOU ON THE
GooD EARTH (2013), HAS BEEN HAILED AS A “WONDER OF A BOOK,” “ORIGINAL AND
ESSENTIAL,” AN EXAMPLE OF ‘“SHEER MASTERY OF POETIC FORM,” CONTAINING ‘“SOME OF
THE MOST ELEGANT POEMS IN AMERICAN LITERATURE SINCE THE LOSS OF ANTHONY HECHT.”
HIs THIRD COLLECTION, CALIGULAN (2015), HAS BEEN CALLED “BRUTAL YET BEAUTIFUL,”
DEFINED BY “PLEASURE, CLARITY, AND DISCIPLINE,” “TOUGH-MINDED AND PRECISE,” FILLED
WITH A “STERN, WITTY, AND OFTEN POIGNANT MUSIC,” “A PAGE-TURNER IN A WAY MOST
POETRY BOOKS CAN NEVER BE,” AND ‘“AN HONEST BOOK FOR DISHONEST

TIMES.” CALIGULAN WAS SELECTED AS THE WINNER OF THE 2017 POETS’ PRIZE.

DAVID LEHMAN WAS BORN IN NEW YORK CITY IN 1948. HE WAS EDUCATED AT COLUMBIA
UNIVERSITY, SPENT TWO YEARS IN ENGLAND AS A KELLETT FELLOW AT CAMBRIDGE
UNIVERSITY, AND WORKED AS LIONEL TRILLING'S RESEARCH ASSISTANT UPON HIS RETURN
TO NEW YORK. LEHMAN INITIATED THE BEST AMERICAN POETRY SERIES IN 1988. HE HAS
RECEIVED A GUGGENHEIM FELLOWSHIP AND AN AWARD IN LITERATURE FROM THE AMERICAN
ACADEMY OF ARTS AND LETTERS. HE IS THE AUTHOR OF SEVERAL COLLECTIONS OF POEMS,
INCLUDING POEMS IN THE MANNER OF (SCRIBNER, FORTHCOMING MARCH, 2017); NEW AND
SELECTED POEMS (SCRIBNER, 2013); YESHIVA BOoYys (SCRIBNER, 2009), WHEN A WOMAN
LOVES A MAN (SCRIBNER, 2005); JIM AND DAVE DEFEAT THE MASKED MAN, WRITTEN
COLLABORATIVELY WITH JAMES CUMMINS (SOFT SKULL PRESS, 2005); THE EVENING SUN:
A JOURNAL IN POETRY (SCRIBNER, 2002); THE DAILY MIRROR: A JOURNAL IN

POETRY (SCRIBNER, 2000); VALENTINE PLACE (SCRIBNER, 1996); OPERATION

MEMORY (PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1990); AND AN ALTERNATIVE TO

SPEECH (PRINCETON UNIVERSITY PRESS, 1986).

MARY JO SALTER IS THE AUTHOR OF EIGHT BOOKS OF POETRY, MOST RECENTLY THE
SURVEYORS. A FREQUENT REVIEWER AND ESSAYIST, SHE IS ALSO A LYRICIST WHOSE SONG
CYCLE “ROOMS OF LIGHT,” WITH MUSIC BY FRED HERSCH, PREMIERED AT LINCOLN CENTER
IN 2007. HER CHILDREN’S BOOK THE MOON COMES HOME APPEARED IN 1989; HER

PLAY FALLING BODIESPREMIERED IN 2004. SHE IS ALSO CO-EDITOR, WITH MARGARET
FERGUSON AND JON STALLWORTHY, OF THE NORTON ANTHOLOGY OF POETRY (4TH EDITION,
1996; 5TH EDITION, 2005).

ADRIENNE SU WAS RAISED IN ATLANTA, GEORGIA, EARNED A BA FROM RADCLIFFE
COLLEGE OF HARVARD UNIVERSITY AND AN MFA FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA. SHE
IS THE AUTHOR OF THE POETRY COLLECTIONS MIDDLE

KINGDOM (1997), SANCTUARY (2006), HAVING NONE oF IT (2009), AND LIVING
QUARTERS (2015). HER AWARDS INCLUDE A NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS
FELLOWSHIP AND RESIDENCIES AT THE FINE ARTS WORKS CENTER AND THE FROST PLACE.



JAMES MATTHEW WILSON IS ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF RELIGION AND LITERATURE IN
THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES AND AUGUSTINIAN TRADITIONS AT VILLANOVA
UNIVERSITY. HE HAS PUBLISHED EIGHT BOOKS, INCLUDING THE HANGING GOD

(ANGELICO), THE VISION OF THE SOUL: TRUTH, GOODNESS, AND BEAUTY IN THE WESTERN
TRADITION (CUA, 2017); THE MAJOR CRITICAL STUDY, THE FORTUNES OF POETRY IN AN AGE
OF UNMAKING (WISEBLOOD, 2015); A COLLECTION OF POEMS, SOME PERMANENT

THINGS; AND A MONOGRAPH, THE CATHOLIC IMAGINATION IN MODERN AMERICAN

POETRY (BOTH WISEBLOOD BOOKS, 2014). WILSON IS THE POETRY EDITOR OF MODERN
AGE MAGAZINE AND THE SERIES EDITOR OF COLOSSEUM BOOKs. IN 2017, HE RECEIVED THE
HIETT PRIZE FROM THE DALLAS INSTITUTE OF HUMANITIES AND CULTURE.

RYAN WILSON WAS BORN IN GRIFFIN, GEORGIA, AND RAISED IN NEARBY MACON, GEORGIA.
HE GRADUATED FROM TATTNALL SQUARE ACADEMY IN 2000. HE EARNED HIS BACHELOR OF
ARTS AT THE UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA IN 2004, HIS MASTER OF FINE ARTS FROM THE
WRITING SEMINARS AT THE JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY IN 2007, AND A SECOND MASTER’S
DEGREE FROM BOSTON UNIVERSITY IN 2008. WILSON’S POEMS, TRANSLATIONS, AND
CRITICISM APPEAR WIDELY, IN PERIODICALS SUCH AS FIRST THINGS , FIVE POINTS, THE
HoOPKINS REVIEW, THE NEW CRITERION, THE SEWANEE REVIEW, AND THE YALE REVIEW.
WILSON’S FIRST BOOK OF POEMS, THE STRANGER WORLD, WON THE 2017 DONALD JUSTICE
POETRY PRIZE.



